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Happy New Year!

Iragis team up with Cav in western Baghdad

By Staff Sgt. Kason Fark
2nd Bn, 12th Cav. Reg.

www.hood.army.mil/Istcavdiv/

Monday, Jan. 1, 2007

tranquil neighborhood could be
the scene of so much carnage.
Nicknamed "IED Alley East,"
this 700-meter stretch of barren
earth has been the scene of
many attacks against coalition

and Iraqi security forces.

On this day, the patch of
land, bordered on three sides by
once-beautiful three-story
houses, is occupied by up-
armored Humvees, Bradley

Fighting Vehicles and Abrams
Battle Tanks, all in support of
Operation Beastmaster.

During Beastmaster,
troops from the 4th Battalion,
1st Brigade, 6th lragi Army

BAGHDAD-Staring down
at an empty lot, Spc. Craig

McBaine wondered how such a

(Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Michael Buytas)
A Soldier from Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, attached to 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, communicates with his squad leader

while pulling security during Operation Beastmaster.

Long distance conversation with children, brings tears, smiles

By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

FORT HOOD, Texas - As Sgt. Troy
Lewis Sr.'s family walked down a hall in
1st Cavalry Division headquarters Dec. 29,
a wooden door at the end swung open.

"There he is!" said Laura Clark,
Lewis' fiancee, as she gasped and covered
her mouth.

At the front of the room, the sergeant's
smiling face filled a large video screen.

Troy Jr., Lewis' 6-year-old son, spot-

ted his dad and the excitement began. For
the next 15 minutes, the room was filled
with ecstatic chatter from Laura; Troy Jr.;
Elizabeth Long, Troy Jr.'s mother; Erin
Clark, Laura's 4-year-old daughter;
Jonathan Reed, Laura's 6-year-old grand-
son; and Thomas Long, Elizabeth's hus-
band, a retired Army major.

Lewis deployed in October to Iraq
with the 2nd Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Cavalry Division; this was the first time he
was able to see his family, although they

Division cleared three large
neighborhoods in the western
Baghdad suburb of Ghazaliya.
The sight of much sectarian
violence, Ghazaliya is the bat-
tle ground for Sunni insurgents
trying to push back the over-
whelming Shia population in
the northern and eastern areas
of Baghdad.

"Alternate Supply Route
Sword," the U.S. military's
name for the largest road run-
ning through southern
Ghazaliya, is also the in-road
from Fallujah to Baghdad prop-
er.

Having just arrived weeks
ago, Soldiers of Company D,
2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry
Regiment, attached to 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 1st

See T@am Page 4

have communicated by phone.

"This is the best thing | could get,"
Lewis said, with a wide grin.

Troy Jr., Elizabeth and Thomas trav-
eled to Fort Hood from their home in
Houma, La., to participate in the videotele-
conference. Laura, Erin and Jonathan live
in the area.

Troy Jr. thought that his dad was wait-
ing for him at Fort Hood and Elizabeth had

See VTC Page 3
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Making a Difference on Freedom's Frontier

By Maj. Gen. Joseph F.
Fil, Jr., CG, MND-B

Only a few months
removed from our stateside
homes, the ringing in of the
New Year makes me reflect on
the freedoms we enjoy as
Americans and the hope we
carry to the lraqgi people.

We all take our freedoms
for granted, until we leave the
comfort of our homes and see
the simple truth, here in Iraq,
that freedom isn't free.

Sacrifice and selfless serv-
ice got us to this point. For the
1st Cavalry Division, 2006 saw
the division complete it's trans-
formation into a new modular
model, where brigade combat
teams can take on battle space
independent of their division
headquarters, if need be. We
also saw our aviators complete
a humanitarian mission in
Pakistan, assisting tens of thou-
sands of people devastated by
an earthquake, even as they
prepared themselves for the

bic Phrase
f the Day

mission here in the Iraqgi capi-
tal.

Our formations trained
hard to bring us to this point.
We certified that preparation
with rotations to training cen-
ters at Fort Irwin, Calif., and
Fort Polk, La. We spent count-
less hours on the ranges,
MOUT sites and training area
at Fort Hood and Fort Bliss,
Texas.

We all said good-bye to
loved ones, tearful farewells
frozen in time until we return to
tears of joy at our return.

In the short time since
we've been here we completed
a seamless transition of author-
ity, worked tirelessly to assist
the good people of Irag, we've
fought a ruthless enemy, and
witnessed the first transition of
provincial control to the citi-
zens of Najaf.

We look forward to
provincial control of Babil,
Karbala, and Baghdad going to
the Iragis. We will continue to
train and work closely with the

Maj. Gen. Joseph F. Fil, Jr.
CG, MND-B

Iraqgi security forces throughout
our area of operation, setting
the security conditions to allow
the Iraqi people to realize their-
full potential.

2007 will be a year of tran-
sition, as Iraqi security forces
take the lead in securing the
peace and prosperity of their
nation. We will assist in setting
the conditions for the govern-
ment of Iraq to operate free
from terror.

We will take a stand
against the sectarian violence
and deny terrorists, thugs and

radicals safe haven in our areas,
capturing and Killing them
when necessary.

| applaud your service, and
I mourn the sacrifice we've
already laid on the altar of free-
dom. The cost is steep, yet we
all know this is a fight for free-
dom.

We've seen tremendous
support from our families and
friends on the home front dur-
ing the holiday season.
Whether it was baked goods or
a simple holiday greeting card
to a lonely, young trooper, the
outpouring of support for our
Soldiers from the American
people was amazing.

You deserve it. You, the
Soldiers of the Multi-National
Division - Baghdad, are per-
forming magnificently.  This
New Year will call on your con-
tinued courage, vigilance and
dedication to duty.

| know that you are all up
to the job ahead. We are the
right team at the right time.

First Team!

Iraq
3-Day
Weather ™
Report

High: 54
Low: 30

L Ld K

Tomorrow  Wednesday

High: 56
Low: 31

High: 59
Low: 28

Public Affairs Officer:

Editor: Sgt. Michael Garrett

Commanding General: Maj. Gen. Joseph F. Fil, Jr.

Lt. Col. Scott Bleichwehl

Command Information Supervisor: Master Sgt. Dave Larsen
NCOIC, Print Production: Staff Sgt. Mary Rose

Staff Writers: Sgt. Nicole Kojetin, Spc. L.B. Edgar, Pfc. Jeffrey Ledesma, Pfc. Ben
Gable, Pfc. Shea Butler, Pfc. William Hatton
Contributing Writers: Amanda Kim Stairrett, Staff Sgt. Kason Fark

Contact the Daily Charge at VOIP 242-4093, DSN 318-847-2855 or e-
mail david.j.larsen@mnd-b.army.mil.

The Daily Charge is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. Army. Contents of
the Daily Charge are not necessarily official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, Department of Defense, Department of the Army or the 1st Cavalry Division.
All editorial content of the Daily Charge is prepared, edited, provided and approved by the

1st Cavalry Division Public Affairs Office.




Page 3

Homelront

Jan. 1, 2007

Videoconference unites Soldier with family

VTC
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to explain the videoteleconfer-
ence to him.

Topics during the video
meeting ranged from gummy
eyeballs to Christmas to bowl-
ing. It was a flurry of noise and
action while the three children
shouted into a microphone and
Lewis, who appeared just as
excited, answered their ques-
tions.

The videoteleconference
was special for the sergeant,
who only found out about it the
night before.

"I'm so glad that you guys

did this," he said later. "This is
a surprise."

Lewis let the kids know
that he has just received two
packages from the family. One
of those contained a Web cam-
era so they wouldn't have to go
to First Team headquarters
every time they wanted to see
Lewis.

Fort Hood families have
corresponded  with  their
Soldiers by videoteleconfer-
ences for several years, and
several families were at the
headquarters building Friday
afternoon.

For Christmas, Troy Jr.
sent his dad a stocking full of

interesting candy: gummy
worms, eyeballs and bugs.

"Aw, that was good,"
Lewis said, laughing, when
Elizabeth and the kids asked if
he received them.

Elizabeth said before the
videoteleconference that Lewis
had a dry sense of humor and
had offered some of the gummy
eyeballs to a few reluctant
Iragis.

When time began to run
out, it fueled another round of
quick-fire questions and last
shouts of "I love yous" and "I
miss yous."

At nearly the last minute,
Troy Jr. remembered what he

Photo by Steve Traynor, Killeen Daily Herald

Tears mixed with joy at Fort Hood as the family of Sgt. Troy Lewis said their good-
byes during a video teleconference with the 1st Cav. Div. Soldier, Dec. 29. Lewis is
currently deployed in Iraq, and the teleconference allowed his ex-wife, Elizabeth
Long, left, his son, Troy Jr., bottom right, and his fiance, Laura Clark, right, and her
grandson, Jonathan Reed, to see the Soldier for the first time since he deployed.

was wearing.

"Daddy, I'm in my uni-
form!" he shouted.

"Oh, let me see," his father
asked.

The camouflaged boy got
shy and didn't want to stand up,
so Thomas shouted, "He looks
just like you, Troy!"

When it was time to end
the conversation, the sergeant
reluctantly left the microphone,
but came back several times for
more words for his family.

"God bless you. Thank you
so much, everybody," he said.

"I'll call you," he promised
his fiancee, whom he will
marry during mid-tour leave in
March.

Tears streamed down
Laura's face as she walked back
down the hallway leading away
from the giant video screen.

"This meant a lot to him,"
Elizabeth said.

The two women discussed
the sergeant as they stood in the
lobby of the headquarters
building, chatting about how
healthy he looked.

This was the first time
everyone - former wife, future
wife, children and stepchildren
- were together.

That made his day,
Elizabeth said, and when it
makes his day, it makes other
Soldiers' days.

Knowing that the family
gets along and provides support
to each other makes it easier for
Lewis during this deployment,
Laura said. She has received
most of her information about
Lewis from him and Elizabeth.
Laura hopes to get on the
Family Readiness Group's noti-
fication list soon, but until then,
relies on Elizabeth for informa-
tion and support.
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Operation Beastmaster goes live in west Baghdad

T@am alrea}dy," M_cB'aine said. The
Florida native's patrol would
From Page 1 later be hit multiple times by

small arms fire, a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade and a roadside
bomb.

Based out of Fort Bliss,
Texas, 2-12 Cavalry is part of
the 1st Cavalry Division's
newest brigade - the 4th "Long
Knife" Brigade Combat Team.

Infantry Division, have set
upon the goal of taking over the
security of Ghazaliya from the
Soldiers of 1st Battalion, 23rd
Infantry ~ Regiment, 2nd
Infantry Division.

"lt's been pretty crazy
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(Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Michael Buytas)
Staff Sgt. Javier Marroquin, Company D, 2nd Battalion,
12th Cavalry Regiment, attached to 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division, maintains communications
with his platoon leader while Iraqi soldiers search a
small store in the Baghdad neighborhood of Ghazaliya.

While the unit may be new to
El Paso, Texas, it is no stranger
to combat.

2-12 Cavalry was de-acti-
vated shortly after its return
from Operation Iragi Freedom
I in March 2005.

The unit has also earned
streamers in other conflicts
such as WWII, Vietnam, and
Desert Storm.

The unit was the first U.S.
unit in Leyte and Japan. The
unit re-activated at Fort Bliss
18 months after returning from
Iraq.

Participation in operations,

such as Beastmaster, with the
Iragi Army is the key to hand-
ing Iraq back over to its people.
The Iraqi soldiers involved
were being observed by coali-
tion forces to gauge their abili-
ty to perform urban warfare
tasks.

Overall, Op Beastmaster
was a huge success. In the
course of three days of house to
house searches, the Iragi Army
troops  uncovered  seven
weapons caches, numerous
roadside bomb-making materi-
als and captured a high-value
target.

MULTINATIDNAL DIVISION - BAGHDAD
Prasents:

REV DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

A DAY ON..NOT A DAY OFF”

Jan Iath

o b - 7:30a.m.: Fun Run/Walk

Prizes for 1%, 2, & 3 place winners
*Rally point for the Run/Walk will be on the
cement platfarm next to the Camp Liberty MWR* RS

+6:30 - 8p.m.: Rev.Dr. MLK, Jr.

Birthday Observance

*|ocation: Division Chapel (Camp Liberty)

BG Vincen trooks
(DCG-8)

First Team
POWER THOUGHT

“I CAN SAVE MY OWN LIFE”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
| am responsible for my own safety both on and off post.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?
Because | AM important, my friends and family love me,
My unit needs me, and my nation is depending on me.
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EFFECTIVE 1 JANUARY 2007
YEARS OF SERVICE
PAY
GRADE <2 2 3 4 5 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
0-10 0.00 0.00 0,00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 000 000 1365900 1372590 1401120 14508.60
0-9 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 11946.60 12118.50 12367.20 12801.30
0-8 845310 672970 891360 896490 919410 957720 966630 1003020 1013430 10447.80 1090080 1131900 1159830 11508.30 11598.30
0-7 702390 7350.00 7501.20 7621.20 7838.40 8052.90 830130 8548.80 8&797.20 9577.20 10236.00 10236.00 10236.00 10236.00 10287.90
0-6 520620 5719.20 609450 609450 6117.60 638010 641460 641460 677910 742380 780210 8180.10 839520 861300 903570
0-5 433980 4888.80 522750 5291.10 5502.00 5628.60 590640 611010 6373.20 677640 6968.10 7158.00 737310 737310 7373.10
04 374460 433470 462390 468840 495690 524460 560280 588240 607620 618750 625230 625230 625230 625230 625230
0-3 329220 373230 402840 439200 460200 4833.00 498270 522840 535590 535590 535590 535590 535590 535590 535590
0-2 284430 323970 373140 385740 303660 303660 303660 393660 393660 393660 393660 393660 393660 393660 393660
0-1 246030 2560.80 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650 310650  3106.50
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS WITH OVER 4 YEARS ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE
AS AN ENLISTED MEMBER OR WARRANT OFFICER

0-3E 0.00 0.00 000 430200 460200 4833.00 498270 522840 543540 555420 571590 571590 571590 571590 571590
0-2E 0.00 0.00 000 385740 393660 406200 427350 4437.00 455880 4558.80 4558.80 4558.80 455880 455880  4558.80
0-1E 0.00 0.00 000 310650 3317.70 344010 3856550 3688.80 385740 385740 3857.40 385740 385740 385740  3857.40

WARRANT OFFICERS
W-5 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 584580 604650 624750 6450.00
w4 340200 3660.00 376500 386850 404640 422220 440070 457410 475380 503550 521580 530220 557490 575490 5938.80
W-3 3106.80 3236.40 3369.00 341280 3552.00 3711.30 392160 412820 435000 451560 4680.60 475140 482460 498420 514320
w-2 273270 288870 302550 312450 320070 344370 362250 375510 388500 3073.80 4048.80 4191.00 433230 447540 447540
W1 241320 261060 274290 282840 305610 319350 331530 345120 364120 362280 375540 385620 385620 385620 385620

ENLISTED MEMBERS
E-9 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 411060 4203.90 4321.20 4459.50 459840 4821.80 501030 520920 5512.80
X 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 336480 351390 360600 371640 383580 405180 416130 434730 445050 470490
E-7 233010 255300 265080 2780.70 288150 305520 315270 325020 342420 351120 350370 364410 381480 392520 4204.20
E-6 202320 222600 232440 241980 251940 274410 283140 292830 301350 304350 306450 306450 306450 306450 3064.50
E-5 185400 1977.90 207330 217140 232380 245490 255150 258210 256210 256210 258210 256210 256210 258210 258210
E4 169950 178650 188310 197850 2062.80 206280 206280 206280 206280 206280 206280 206280 206280 206280 206280
E3 153420 1630.80 172020 172020 172920 172020 172920 172020 172920 172920 172920 172020 172920 172020 172920
E-2 145600 145800 1456.00 145890 1458.00 145890 145800 145800 1458.90 145800 145890 145800 145800 1458690 1458.90
E4>4 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 130140 1301.40
E4<4 120390 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 000 000 0.00 0.00 000 000

TELEVISION

Seasme Street




